
15th Carnival in Šabac – Serbia - September, 15th-17th 2022 

Every year in mid-September before the famous Šabac fair, "Čivijada", a cultural and tourist 

event, is held. It has been held since 1968 under the slogan "World Fair of Humor and 

Satire". This year, the fifteenth jubilee "Chivija Carnival" was held as part of it and lasted from 

September 15th to 17th. 

On Thursday 15.09. Chivija hour was held in elementary schools, and the School of Applied 

Arts organized a memorial exhibition and the awarding of the Miloš Simić award. In the 

afternoon FECC Senator Jurgen Schmidt raised the carnival flag. A whole series of carnival 

programs followed, among which the announcement of the princess and queen of the Chivija 

Carnival, the Pet Carnival, and the Miss Girls and Mister Boys competition and contest. 

This year's 15th Chivija carnival in Šabac was interrupted by heavy rain, both at the 

Children's carnival on Friday 16 September and on  Saturday's 17 September Big 

International Carnival. Both parades through the streets of the city were held, but heavy rain 

interrupted the performances of the groups. 

The children's gathering in front of the Sloboda Hotel and the carnival of pregnant women 

and children were successfully held. 

Saturday morning in Šabac was marked by the Brass Band from Ljubljana, which drove 

through the streets of Šabac in an open tourist bus and played cheerfully the whole time. 

Rain and bad weather did not stop parents and babies from parading through the streets of 

the city. The most beautiful picture of the carnival was sent from Šabac! Pregnant women 

and babies showed how to make the city proud! Babies are the future. May there be more 

and more of them! Thanks to them, the smile returned to the city! The children's carnival 

walked through the streets of Šabac. Over 400 children's smiles in one place. The children's 

carnival procession, which included 22 carnival groups, was led by guests from FECC and a 

large Brass Band from Ljubljana. Numerous citizens supported Šabac children disguised as 

cowboys, ladybugs, creative dresses, super heroes, and many other imaginative and 

endlessly interesting costumes. It's a pity that the heavy rain interrupted their performances 

and most of the groups could not show their practiced choreography. We congratulate them 

all as well as their educators and teachers for their creativity, courage and effort. 

Formal reception 

In the afternoon, the Mayor of Šabac, Dr. Aleksandar Pajić and the director of the Čivija 

Carnival, Raduško Janković, held a reception in the hall of the Šabac Library for FECC 

members and representatives of visiting carnival groups from 11 countries - Serbia, Slovenia, 

Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Germany, Turkey, Italy. 

Netherlands and Romania. The mayor welcomed all those present and pointed out that in 

addition to fun and socializing, Chivija adapted the program to all age categories. All this 

together makes Šabac a unique country in the world - the Republic of Chivija. 

Despite the not always easy times, the people of Šabac have kept a broad smile and a 

cheerful spirit. The people of Šabac love to make jokes both, at their own expense and at the 

expense of others, because a cheerful spirit is the best medicine against worries and 

problems. I am sure we will continue to cultivate these qualities. This year's Chivija has the 



slogan "The smile is back in the city." The rich cultural and entertainment program is 

complemented by the jubilee 15th International Chivija Carnival with several hundred 

participants. The variety of costumes of the carnival participants represents the real richness 

of the manifestation that the people of Šabac eagerly await every year. 

On behalf of all the guests, I as, international FECC vice-president, thanked the hosts, and 

then together with the general treasurer of FECC, Aleksandar Cicimov, and the advisor of the 

International Board, Aleksandar Vasović, we awarded Mayor Aleksandar Pajić with a large 

FECC medal, a memorial plaque "Memoriam Vivat" and monograph "Carnival Pope". The 

director and good spirit of the Čivija carnival, Raduško Janković, was awarded with a large 

FECC medal. 

Carnival parade 

Despite the gloomy weather and the rain clouds that hung over the city, the streets of Šabac 

paraded the most diverse costumes, from elegant majorettes, historical figures, cheerful 

clowns, Chivija geniuses, beautiful ladies in crinolines, funny characters from legends and 

fairy tales, to terrible mythical creatures, demons and traditional kurenets. However, after 

several performances, some groups performed in the pouring rain, the sound system failed 

and further performances were impossible without music. Even the currents with their 

deafening ringing could not stop the heavy rain and drive away the black clouds... 

In the evening, at the Hotel, we remembered and held a minute of silence for our founder 

and long-term president of FECC, Henri van der Kron, who passed away on September 17th, 

2018. The last FECC Convention at which he sat was held in Šabac in May 2018. 

Many thanks to our hosts for their warm hospitality and congratulations on the organization of 

the 64th Čivijada and the 15th Jubilee International Carnival. 

Goodbye and see you next year! 

                                                                                                     Josip Silov. 

                                                                                     International FECC Vice-president 

   

   


